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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND INJURY MANAGEMENT ACT 1981 — WORKCOVER 
REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Commerce 
HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [10.09 am]: I rise to table the 
final report of WorkCover WA’s review of the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981. In 
2010, the government approved a two-stage legislative review process. Stage one of the review was completed 
with the passage of amendments to the act in 2011. The second stage is to modernise and develop a new workers 
compensation statute. WorkCover WA has been progressing stage two of the review, and its final report contains 
171 recommendations for inclusion in the new statute.  

The act has been subject to numerous amendments since its passage over three decades ago. It is generally 
acknowledged that it has become a cumbersome amalgam of piecemeal changes and that it could benefit from 
re-writing to make it easier to use and to update its operation. Generally, the report’s recommendations propose 
structural improvements to the legislation and do not include any material change to benefits or entitlements. 
An exception is the proposal to substantially increase the entitlements paid to dependants of workers who die in 
the course of their employment. 

Since an earlier discussion paper was released in October 2013, WorkCover WA has undertaken a consultative 
approach in finalising its recommendations. This has included consideration of 66 submissions and continuing 
consultation with all representative groups and with individuals with an interest in improving workers’ 
compensation legislation. 

The government will consider the drafting of a bill to implement the report’s recommendations following a short 
period of consultation with interest groups that will inform the development of drafting instructions. Given the 
level of consultation already undertaken, the period for feedback on WorkCover WA’s final report will close on 
31 July 2014. Comment on the report’s recommendations can be directed to WorkCover WA, and I would 
encourage those interested in this legislative review to make a contribution. Furthermore, an exposure draft of 
any new bill will be released for public comment before it is introduced into Parliament. 

The development of a new statute is a significant undertaking and the preparation of this thorough and 
comprehensive report represents a significant milestone. I would like to thank the WorkCover WA staff and 
board for all their hard work. I also acknowledge those stakeholders who have contributed to the review process 
to date. 

I table the final report. 

[See paper 1650.] 
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